The incidence of bacteremia after orthodontic banding.
This investigation assessed the incidence of bacteremia after orthodontic banding. Thirty adult volunteers with good oral health, who were not at risk from bacterial endocarditis, were included in this study. An orthodontic band was placed on a first molar of each subject. Venous blood samples were taken before, and 1 to 2 minutes after the molar band was fitted. Microbiologic tests performed on the blood samples revealed a comparatively low incidence of bacteremia (10%) after orthodontic banding.